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Nuclear Medicine Helps Veterinarians 
Diagnose Navicular and Other Problems
BY T A N IA  B A N A K
P I  ike radiographs, nuclear medi­
cine scans provide veterinarians 
with a glimpse inside an animal’s 
system. But the picture is very dif­
ferent than X-rays.
Veterinarians at the University of 
Illinois College of Veterinary 
Medicine use those differences to 
their advantage. Twenty-four years 
of practical nuclear medicine ex­
perience at the college have yielded 
innovative new ways of diagnosing 
equine health problems.
For example, the “pool phase” of 
a nuclear medicine scan has been 
found to give an expanded diagnos­
tic picture of navicular disease. The 
pool phase occurs shortly after the 
radioactive compound is injected 
into the patient’s blood stream. Be­
fore moving on to specific organs or 
to bones, the radioactively-labeled 
compound pools in the body’s ex­
tracellular fluids. By taking images 
at this time, college veterinarians 
have found that they can tell what, 
if any, tissues are inflamed. Clinical 
experience has shown that the “hot 
spots” on a pool phase scan correlate 
highly with clinical pain in the af­
fected area.
“Navicular is a dirty word to the 
horse com m unity ,” says Dr. 
Khristina Kirkland, an equine vet­
erinarian at the college. She is ex­
cited about how accurately scans 
can help pinpoint a problem. This 
knowledge helps the veterinarian 
advise the owner how to treat the 
horse.
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4 The end of the school year
yields an outpouring of awards 
for students and faculty.6 Dr. Richard Bevill, head of 
veterinary biosciences, retires.
College personnel have learned 
through experience when to use 
radiographs or nuclear medicine 
scans first. An animal’s clinical 
signs will tip the veterinarians off. 
By using the most appropriate 
technique initially, clients save 
money, and the clinic saves time.
Though radiographs provide a 
crisper image in one sense, they 
don’t provide the same type of in­
formation that can be obtained 
with a scan. Determining the extent 
of navicular syndrome damage
T h e se  n u c le a r m e d ic in e  b o ne  s c a n s  
(left) sh o w  ab no rm a l up take  
(at a rrow s) in the n a v icu la r bone , 
h e lp in g  c lin ic ia n s  d ia g n o s e  
n a v icu la r synd rom e .
T he  illu s tra tion s  at right c la r ify  
the sc an 's .re la t io n  
to  the  h o rs e ’s  ana tom y.
(The scans have been photographically  enhanced for publication to make them  easier fo r readers to see). illu s tra tion s  by Ja n e t H an lon
u N obody's been doing 
nuclear medicine scans 
longer than Illinois 
-Dr. Kirkland
was mostly guesswork. Some horses 
with pain show nothing on radio­
graphs. On the other hand, some­
times lesions show up on radiographs 
of horses that don’t exhibit any pain.
In many of these cases, scinti­
graphy can help by imaging the in­
flammatory response. The images 
can confirm the source of lameness 
in a horse that is clinically lame but 
doesn’t show bone changes in a ra­
diograph. Nuclear medicine scans 
complement radiographs by clearly 
showing hot spots—or concentrated 
areas of radioactively-labeled pool­
ed blood— if tissue is inflamed or if 
adhesions are present.
“If the deep digital flexor tendon 
is involved, that’s a bad prognostic 
sign,” Dr. Kirkland warns. However, 
a scan can also confirm that a case of 
navicular is less severe, and therefore 
treatable.
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Illinois C o w  D o cto r P u rsue s S e co n d a ry  
R e se a rch  Inte re st in S led  Dog C a rd io lo g y
BY TA N IA  BA N A K
ALASKA; THE IDITAROD — The temperatures dip well 
below zero, the days are short, seasonal jobs have ground to a halt, 
and the populace turns to dog-sled racing to fill the hours. But 
concerns have been raised about deaths among elite canine athletes 
along the strenuous 1,100-mile Iditarod race or the 1,000-mile 
Yukon Quest International Sled Dog Race.
The deaths seem to be unrelated to fatigue. Instead they may 
be due to sudden onset of cardiac problems. But why? Can dogs 
at risk be identified in advance? Could this be similar to “athlete’s 
heart” in humans?
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People Make the Difference
BY DR. T E D  V A LLI
The tamarack trees across from  the Veterinary 
Basic Sciences Building have a n ice new  coat 
o f  green. Up on the quad, the students are 
show ing their you th fu l exuberance by wearing 
shorts before it's warm enough, and  down on the south campus, the veterinary 
students are taking their study breaks out on the grassy areas while en joying a 
little sunshine mixed with the sw eet sm ell o f  fertility from  the p ile  o f  used hay 
next to the dairy barns ju s t to the south.
( J h e  alumni weekend was early 
this year. In one weekend, we had 
the 40-year reunion of the College 
of Veterinary Medicine Class of 
1954 and the Awards Ceremony 
and Banquet for the Class of 1994. 
These passages give us a unique op-
to R e m e m b e r
JULY 12, 1994  
AVMA ALUMNI RECEPTION,
San Francisco Marriott, Marina A Room, 6:30 p.m 
Contact Terry Rathgeber (217/333-2762).
JULY 15, 1994
DR. TODD'S RETIREMENT RECEPTION,
Jumer’s, Urbana, III.
Contact Carla Manuel (217/333-2449).
JULY 2 5 -2 9 , 1994  
INDUSTRIAL TOXICOLOGIC  
PATHOLOGY, short course at University Inn, 
Champaign. Designed to provide a broad 
background in industrial toxicologic pathology.
It is aimed primarily at pathologists and toxicolo­
gists who have recently entered the pharmaceutical 
and chemical industries, government organizations, 
or contract laboratories. Program director:
Dr. Wanda Haschek-Hock.
Contact Laurie Wink (217/333-2888).
SEPT 5, 1994  
LABOR DAY OBSERVED,
campus closed.
SEPT 10, 1994
DEAN'S CLUB TENT PARTY, Urbana. Missouri is the 
football foe. Contact Terry Rathgeber 
(217/333-2762).
SEPT 2 9 -5 0 , 1994  
ANNUAL FALL CONFERENCE 
FOR VETERINARIANS, Urbana, III.
Contact Dr. Allan Paul (217/333-2907).
OCTOBER 1, 1 994
VETERINARY MEDICINE TENT PARTY, Urbana 
The lllini tackle Purdue.
Contact Terry Rathgeber (217/333-2762).
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portunity to see ourselves in perspec­
tive. The Class of 1954 had a great 
turnout and they are a vigorous and 
energetic group, many of whom 
hadn’t seen each other since gradua­
tion. At home on Salisbury Court, we 
had a tent in the backyard suitable for 
entertainment of some 70 alumni and 
emeritus faculty and spouses. The tent 
was good but the weather was bad, 
so with some last minute shuffling, 
Carroll restructured the house and 
they all fitted in nicely for lunch.
It is a heartwarming experience to 
see these alumni greet each other and 
share precious memories. It reminds 
us all that you can make new friends 
but you can’t make new classmates. 
The time they shared together winning 
the DVM degree created a precious
heritage in both the alumni and the 
spouses. The Class of 1954 were high 
in their praise of their faculty, and it 
was nice that quite a number of emeri­
tus faculty and spouses were present to 
hear these accolades. In the evening, 
we had a banquet in the atrium and 
each alumnus spoke of their activities 
and travels in the intervening 40 years. 
The Class of 1954 have distinguished 
themselves in academia, industry, gov­
ernment, and practice, and one is left 
with the impression that while College 
facilities may have been meager in the 
early 1950s, the faculty were outstand­
ing and these graduates entered their 
careers well prepared to succeed.
The Class of 1994 are also an im­
pressive group. It is some satisfaction 
to me as Dean, and to all of our fac­
ulty, that our graduates enter a strong 
job market. Most of the students are 
entering some form of private practice 
which they will find is a postdoctoral 
learning process all its own. I hope that 
when they have added experience gain­
ed in the hard fire of practice to the 
knowledge and skills they had at 
graduation, that some of them will
G ra d u a te  P ro g ra m  in T o x ic o lo g ic  
P a th o lo g y  D e ve lop ed
A NEW MULTIDISCIPLINARY GRADUATE 
training program in toxicologic pa­
thology is being established at the 
veterinary college. The objective of 
the program is to develop scientists 
specifically trained in toxicologic pa­
thology who can function as compe­
tent and innovative professionals, and 
assume leadership roles in academia, 
government, and industry.
Toxicologic pathology is the inter­
face between toxicology and pathol­
ogy. Toxicologic pathologists are 
engaged in the discovery, development, 
safety and risk assessment of drugs, 
chemicals, biologicals, and medical
devices; research on toxic substances 
and environmental contaminants; 
and diagnoses of chemically-induced 
diseases of human beings and many 
other species of animals.
Drs. Wanda Haschek-Hock and 
Matthew Wallig, of veterinary patho- 
biology, are co-directors of the pro­
gram. The program is sponsored by 
the college’s Department of Veteri­
nary Pathobiology in cooperation 
with the Laboratories of Veterinary 
Diagnostic Medicine, the Depart­
ment of Veterinary Biosciences, and 
the Interdisciplinary Environmental 
Toxicology Program.
A n im a l R e stra in t G o e s “R e c y c le d ’9
NOT ONLY HAVE VETERINARY COLLEGE 
personnel come up with a better pig 
restraint crate, they’ve made it out 
of environmentally-correct materials.
Plastic “wood” boards, made from 
recycled milk jugs, were used to build 
the new squeeze chute. Pigs enter the 
crate from the back. The side of the 
chute is adjustable, squeezing toward 
the animal to restrain it. Once a pro­
cedure is completed, the side of the 
crate swings open to permit the ani­
mal to exit.
The plastic wood provides more 
than recycling benefits, however.
The material is easier to clean than 
real wood because it doesn’t absorb 
water. The plastic wood is stronger 
than wood and won’t rot or warp.
It also won’t conduct electricity, 
which is useful if electrical shock 
devices must be used. The chute is 
expected to last a long time.
Just like traditional wood, the plas­
tic wood can be sawed, drilled, and 
nailed. It comes in various colors.
come back and become teachers and 
researchers. There is nothing like a 
bit of field experience to teach one 
about the milk of human kindness, 
particularly when considering how 
someone else has managed a case.
People also make the difference in 
College leadership. We are currendy 
in the process of searching for new 
Associate Deans for Research and 
Academic and Student Affairs and 
heads of the Departments of Veteri­
nary Pathobiology and Veterinary 
Biosciences. We are also in the pro­
cess of rebuilding our clinical swine 
program. An old axiom that is ap­
propriate to remind all administra­
tors from the University president on 
down is that hiring faculty and staff 
is the most important thing you do. 
We will be keeping that in mind as 
we look for talented and vigorous 
new leaders for these key areas.
Leadership in the College exists at 
many levels and we have a complex 
committee structure that assists with 
the direction and governance of the 
school. The current Executive Com­
mittee has addressed a number of 
difficult issues in the past year and 
has shown responsive leadership in 
directing new solutions to old and 
continuing problems. The Courses 
and Curriculum Committee have 
vigorously addressed the need to en­
sure that the curriculum is appropri­
ate to produce the DVM graduate 
needed in the decades ahead. The 
Instructional Strategies Committee 
has proposed new standards for course 
outlines and notes, while the Infor­
mation Management Committee is 
addressing a number of issues to pro­
vide policy guidance for the College 
as we pave our sideroad onto the 
information superhighway. It is a 
pleasure to quarterback these good 
faculty in producing innovative pro­
grams and well-educated graduates. ■
The crate will be completely 
weatherproof, with bolts and 
screws encased in epoxy to pre­
vent rust. According to Steve Fay, 
research technologist in veterinary 
pathobiology who helped design 
the crate, it will be used for various 
clinical and research applications.
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N u c le a r  M e d ic in e , c o n t in u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1______________________ ______________________
Pool phase nuclear medicine images are also used regularly at the college to 
diagnose suspensory ligament problems, curb of plantar ligament, tissue viability 
in severe leg lacerations, and stifle and patellar ligament injuries.
More recendy, Dr. Mark Chambers, a veterinarian who specializes in nuclear 
medicine at the college, has been using nuclear medicine to diagnose “tying up 
in horses that exhibit difficult lameness problems or exercise intolerance. Tying up 
is prevalent in race or performance horses. When their muscles are overstressed, 
the muscle cells swell, then die. Because these swollen cells are enclosed and have 
nowhere to go, pain results.
As part of this process, the muscles go through a stage where mineralization 
occurs. The mineralization is not visible on tissue sections, because the tissue 
fixation and processing removes the minerals.
Dr. M a rk  C h a m b e rs  (right) and  Dr. K h r is t in a  K irk la nd  
(left) re v iew  a  n u c le a r m e d ic in e  scan .
S le d  D o g  R e s e a r c h ,  c o n t in u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1
In an effort to allay the public’s fears and get to the bottom of the sudden 
deaths, organizers of the Iditarod asked Dr. Peter Constable, head of the Univer­
sity of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine’s food animal medicine and 
surgery section, and Dr. Ken Hinchcliff, of Ohio State University, to take a look.
What’s a University of Illinois food animal veterinarian doing in Alaska 
monitoring the hearts of Iditarod canine athletes, you ask? Well, prior to coming 
to Illinois as food animal head, Dr. Constable completed a PhD degree in 
cardiovascular physiology at Ohio State. He and Dr. Hinchcliff had worked 
together there, and the renewed collaboration on the sled dbg project was a 
natural extension of that.
Equipped with two state-of-the-art ECG units donated by Hewlett-Packard,
Drs. Constable and Hinchcliff looked at some 330 sled dogs from 17 teams prior 
to this year’s Iditarod. The goal was to get an idea of what is normal for sled 
dogs. From there, they hope to develop guidelines for pulling dogs out of the 
race that seem to be “at risk” for developing sudden cardiac death.
In their previous research, the pair had looked at sled dogs at varying training 
levels, ranging from everyday backyard dogs, to untrained but healthy sled 
dogs, to lightly trained dogs, all the way up to elite canine endurance athletes 
who are conditioned to run 100 miles per day. As the level of training increased, 
they detected an increased incidence of enlarged hearts and heart murmurs.
“These elite canine athletes develop enlarged hearts, which can make it difficult 
to distinguish between the athletic heart and heart disease, Dr. Constable notes. 
The ECG of a normal dog is not the same as that of a canine super-athlete.
Further cardiac testing is sched­
uled to determine what is “normal” 
for super-athlete dogs.
From there, the researchers will 
attempt to understand what iden­
tifies the “abnormal” dog that is at 
risk for sudden death.
‘These elite canine 
athletes develop 
enlarged hearts, 
which can make it
difficult to distinguish 
between the 
athletic heart
However, Dr. Chambers has actu­
ally been able to observe the mineral­
ization and muscle damage that results 
from this condition by looking at 
nuclear medicine scans. The scans can 
help delineate muscle groups and pro­
vide an idea of how bad the situation is.
Though nuclear medicine scans are 
relatively costly, they may save the cli­
ent a lot of money in the long run by 
eliminating the need for multiple tests 
which provide less diagnostic inform­
ation. For example, be­
cause most race horses 
display lamenesses at 
speed, it can be difficult 
to determ ine where 
pain originates during 
a clinical exam.
What can an owner 
expect from a scan?
“Quality information,” 
says Dr. Kirkland. She 
notes that the patient 
has to be fairly tractable, 
because of the expense 
of the equipment in­
volved. Scans on both old and young 
horses are difficult to read. And any 
horse receiving a scan must remain 
at the clinic for 24 hours to permit 
the radioactive compound to pass 
out of its system.
“Nobody’s been doing nuclear 
medicine scans longer than Illinois,” 
Dr. Kirkland points out. “The nu­
clear group is very adept at distin­
guishing normal from abnormal.”
In addition to detecting problem 
areas, the scans can 
also be used to rule 
out problems such as 
stress fractures, or to 
to let an owner know 
when a lesion has 
healed sufficiently for 
training to resume.
For more informa­
tion about nuclear 
medicine services at 
the college, call Dr. 
Bob Twardock at 
217/333-2000. ■
Though nuclear 
scans are costly, 
they save the 
client a lot of 
money in the long 
run by eliminating 
the need for 
multiple tests 
which provide 
less diagnostic 
information.
A r e  dogs 
w ith bigger 
hearts born 
that way? Or
are the enlarged hearts developed 
through training? Is it the dogs with 
enlarged hearts that tend to be race 
winners? The AVMA Foundation is 
sponsoring some initial research into 
these questions. In August 1994, 
Drs. Constable and Hinchcliff will 
take 24-hour heart readings from un­
trained yearling sled dogs. Then, in 
March 1993, they’ll look at the same 
dogs after they’ve received training.
humans as well. 
Dr. Constable 
points out that
human endur­
ance athletes exhibit the same en­
larged-heart syndrome. Horses do 
not, on the other hand. It’s possible 
that the dog may serve as a naturally- 
occurring model for sudden cardiac 
death in human athletes.
The sled dog work, even though 
it’s not related to food animals, has 
already generated publications in 
prestigious journals and promises to 
attract additional funding from out­
side sources.*
; Akusto (xgglrjg *4 * VkestmarK
and heart disease,” 
-Dr. Constable
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DR. PETER CONSTABLE
Tw e n ty -O n e  N ew  M em bers Initiated 
to Phi Zeta National Honor S ociety
TWENTY-ONE NEW MEMBERS were 
initiated into the University of 
Illinois Mu Chapter of the Phi Zeta 
National Veterinary Honor Society 
on March 3rd. Initiates included 19 
veterinary students, one graduate 
student and one resident.
The Phi Zeta National Veterinary 
Honor Society was founded in 1923. 
Initiates are selected on the basis of 
high scholarship, research, and ethi­
cal standards in veterinary medicine.
The graduate student initiate was 
Dr. Safdar Ali Khan, veterinary bio­
sciences. The resident initiate was 
Dr. Janna Johnson, veterinary clini­
cal medicine.
Third-year students must rank 
in the upper 10 percent of their class 
to be accepted for membership. 
Those students selected were Lisa 
Douglas, Ruth Etherton, Elaine 
Holt, Elizabeth Hutchens, Kathleen 
Shelton, James Sievers, Kathryn 
Tyler, and Kathleen Von Ruff.
Fourth-year initiates must rank in 
the upper 23 percent of those in their 
class who are not already members of 
the society. The initiates were Linda 
Berent, Kimberly Boswell, Debby 
Butler, Katherine Clement, Paul 
Gibbons, Christina McCratic, Sharon 
Payne, Kirsten Pieper, Elizabeth Racz, 
Lisa Scibetta, and Robert Vasilopulos.
Dr. Richard French, graduate stu­
dent in veterinary pathology, received 
the Mu Chapter Literary Award dur­
ing the Phi Zeta initiation banquet. 
The award is given to the veterinary 
graduate student or resident who has 
submitted the best manuscript, based 
on originality, scientific significance, 
quality, and clarity. The local winner 
receives $50 and a plaque. The local 
winner’s manuscript is then forwarded 
to the national Phi Zeta organization 
to compete for the national Phi Zeta 
Research Award. Recendy, two nation­
al awards have been given on an annu­
al basis, consisting of $500 and a plaque.
Lenette
D iC iau la
Noelle
M iles
Faculty, Graduate Students W in A w ards
Dr. D o c a m p o
THREE COLLEGE OF v e t e r in a r y  m e d i c in e  FACULTY and two graduate students received 
awards during the college’s annual awards banquet on April 30, 1994.
The Beecham Award for Research Excellence went to Dr. Roberto Docampo, 
veterinary pathobiology, for his work with the human blood parasite, Trypanosoma cruzi, 
which can cause heart disease. The award consists of a plaque and $1,000 supplied by 
SmithKline Beecham Laboratories. The recipient must be a college faculty member who 
is the principal investigator in research that shows promise of attaining or has attained na­
tional recognition. Dr. Docampo’s research has involved the development of an innova­
tive new technique to study the heart-disease-causing blood parasite in its original form, 
without destroying it. Their goal is to learn enough about the differences between the 
parasite and its human host to permit developing improved chemotherapeutic agents for 
treatment of humans infected with T. cruzi.
The Norden Distinguished Teacher Award, honoring outstanding teachers based on 
ability, dedication, character and leadership, was presented to Dr. Joseph Domer, acting 
associate dean for academic affairs. This award, consisting of a plaque and $1,000, is 
sponsored by SmithKline Beecham Animal Health. Fourth-year veterinary students vote 
to select the winner of this award. Dr. Dorner received this award four times previously. 
In 1992, he received the campuswide Excellence in Graduate and Professional Teaching 
award. He has taught clinical pathology to veterinary students for years, incorporating 
problem-solving techniques to help students apply their book knowledge.
Dr. Matt Wallig, veterinary pathobiology, received the Norman and Helen Levine 
Award for research productivity among young faculty of the college. He received $500 
and a plaque. Recipients are chosen on the basis of their research and scholarship excel­
lence. Dr. Wallig is doing research on the biological effects of glucosinolate, found at 
high levels in cruciferous plants (broccoli, cauliflower, brussels sprouts), in the prevention 
of pancreatic and liver cancer.
The Joseph O. Alberts Award for an outstanding graduate student in veterinary medi­
cal science went to Dr. Mark Rolsma, veterinary pathobiology. He received $100 and a 
certificate. Awardees are selected on the basis of their research, excellence of scholarship, 
and a research paper that they have written. Dr. Rolsma’s research has focused on under­
standing the mechanism of porcine rotavirus recognition of host enterocytes.
The Loyd E. Boley Award, which recognizes an outstanding resident at the college, 
was presented to Dr. Randall Itkin, veterinary clinical medicine. He received a plaque 
and $100. Recipients are selected on the quality of their research and excellence of schol­
arship. Nominees must submit a research paper that they’ve written during their resi­
dency. Dr. Itkin’s research involves the quantitative evaluation of renal blood flow in 
dogs using scintigraphy.
Paul
G ibbons
Stephen
Nash
Mark
O yam a
Kathryn
Herrmann
Sharon
Payne
A m e rican  A n im al 
H osp ita l A sso c ia t io n  
A w ard  forclinical proficiency 
in small animal medicineand 
surgery.
■ Derrick J. Landini
A m e rican  A sso c ia t io n  
of Fe lin e  P ra c tit io n e rs ’ 
Stu d en t A w ard  for special 
interest and accomplishment in 
feline medicine and surgery. 
ILara G. Borgerson
A m e rican  B oard  of 
V eterin ary  P ra c tit io ­
n e rs ’ S ch o la rsh ip  for
submitting the best written 
student case report to the 
SCAVMA Case Report Contest. 
■ Charles E. Wiedmeyer
A m e ric an  C o lle g e  of 
V eterin ary  R ad io logy  
A w ard  for outstanding 
enthusiasm and understanding 
in diagnostic and therapeutic 
radiology.
IJames A. Gratz
A m e rican  W om en  
V eterin a ria n s  
S ch o la rsh ip  for
academic achievement 
and outstanding record. 
IRuth H. Etherton 
■ Elizabeth A. Hutchens 
(Honorable Mention)
A u x ilia ry  to  the  
A m e rican  V eterin ary  
M e d ica l A sso c ia t io n  
A w ard  for having done 
the most to advance the 
prestige of the college on 
the university campus. 
■ Lenette L. DiCiaula
Dr. Loyd E. B oley  
S ch o la rsh ip
for food animal aptitude. 
■ Michael D. Bierk
C h ica g o  V eterin ary  
M e d ica l A s s o c ia ­
tion  P re s id e n t’s 
S c h o la s t ic  A w ard
for excellence in small 
animal medicine and 
surgery.
A m e rican  C o lle g e  of 
V eterin ary  S u rgeon s  
A w ard  for academic and 
clinical proficiency in large 
and small animal surgery.
Large Animal Surgery:
■ Kathryn A. Herrmann 
Small Animal Surgery:
■ John P. Collister
A m e rica  K en n e l C lu b  
A w ard  for academic achieve­
ment and potential and for 
demonstrated interest in canine 
biology and purebred dogs. 
■ Kimberly A. Boswell 
IDeanna L. Dyer
IMark A. Oyama
C ib a  A n im a l H ealth  
A w ard  for A ca d e m ic  
E x c e lle n c e  in 
P arasito lo g y  to the
student with the highest 
grade point average in 
parasitology.
IJoanne C. Bak
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College of Veterinary Medicine Awards & Scholarships
Jam es
Lowe
Am y
M e lendy
Jam es
Chenoweth
Katherine
C lem ent
Barba ra
K asp row icz
Derrick
Landin i
John
Co llister
Steven
Mary Ella 
M ennenga
C V M  A w ard  for 
A ca d e m ic  E x c e lle n c e
for the top three academic 
students in each of the 
veterinary classes.
Class of 1994 
1st: John P. Collister 
2nd: Henri C. Bianucci 
3rd: Stephen M. Nash 
Class of 1995 
1st: Lisa J. Douglas 
Ruth H. Etherton 
2nd: James A. Sievers 
3rd: Donna M. Maxwell 
Class of 1996 
1st: Carrie K. Argyilan 
Karen A. Brink 
2nd: Margaret R. Minett 
Peter H. Soboroff 
Rhonda L.Vasilopulos 
Class of 1997 
1st: Elizabeth P. Barnes 
Elizabeth M. Davis 
Cindy A. Makofski 
David E. Scott 
Gretchen A. Weber 
Brigit M. Wikoff
Dr. R ich ard  E. D ierks  
V eterin ary  A lum ni 
Fund S ch o la rsh ip s
for academic achievement. 
ICarrie K. Argyilan 
■ Lisa J. Douglas 
•Robert J. Vasilopulos
Dr. Jo se p h  L. Dorner 
A w ard  for expertise in ap­
plied and interpretive aspects 
of clinical pathology principles 
in senior clinical rotations. 
■ Charles E. Wiedmeyer
Dr. W alter and M ary  
Lou Fe h re n b ach e r  
S ch o la rsh ip  for a veteri­
nary student who is an Illinois 
native interested in pursuing 
a career in food animal or 
rural mixed practice.
■ Heidi Britt-Sherrock
A lic e  H. Fru it M em oria l 
S ch o la rsh ip s  for good 
academic standing and interest 
in small animal veterinary 
practice.
■ Katherine M. Clement 
ISteven T. Deisher 
IDonna M. Maxwell 
■ Lisa M. Chassy Skelley
G ru elle  and A ssociates/  
M O N Y A w ard s for excel­
lence in large and small animal 
medicine.
Large Animal:
Timothy J. Allard 
Small Animal:
■ Kelly E. Jensen
A nna M. G u lick  
Sch o la rsh ip
for a good academic record 
and good moral character. 
■ Daniel R. Brown
Dr. H. J . H ardenbrook  
Eq u ine S ch o la rsh ip
for academic ability and 
demonstrated equine 
interest and experience.
■ Sally E. Banner 
■ Elizabeth A. Hutchens
H ill’s  Sen io r  
Stu den t A w ards
for the best-written essay 
on application of nutritional 
control and dietary manage­
ment to the diagnosis and 
management of diseases in 
cats and dogs.
1st: Kirsten L. Pieper 
2nd: Laura M. Unverzagt 
3rd: John P. Collister
H ill’s  Stu den t 
S ch o la rsh ip s
for interest in small animal 
clinical nutrition.
■ Elizabeth A. Hutchens 
■ Geoff S. Hutchinson 
lJudy A. Karnia 
ILaura J. Kohrt
Dr. H. P reston  
H o sk in s  S ch o la rsh ip
for proficiency and expertise in 
technical writing and/or edito­
rial service for veterinary pub­
lications written while in 
veterinary school.
IJohn R. Wenz
lllin i G re at Dane 
C lu b  S ch o la rsh ip
to a student who has shown 
Great Danes or whose family 
has shown Great Danes. 
■ Kathleen M. Von Ruff
Illinois V eterin ary  
M e d ica l A lum ni 
A sso c ia t io n  A w ard
for overall proficiency in 
clinical veterinary medicine. 
Timothy J. Allard
Illinois W alking H orse  
A sso c ia t io n  Aw ard
for academic ability and dem­
onstrated equine interest and 
experience.
IMadelyn Curto
Dr. Edw ard  C . Khuen  
M em oria l A w ard  for
proficiency in small animal 
dentistry.
IPaul M. Gibbons
Dr. V aylord  Ladw ig  
M em orial S ch o la rsh ip
for strong interest in food 
animal medicine, preferably 
swine.
IMatthew A. Ackermann
Dr. R oger P. L ink  
S ch o la rsh ip  for
displayed excellence in 
veterinary studies and 
distinguished leadership in the 
Student Chapter of the AVMA 
or other organized student vet­
erinary groups.
■ Charles E. Wiedmeyer
Dr. C . David M cLaughlin  
S ch o la rsh ip  for specific 
interest in small animal 
medicine and surgery and for 
academic proficiency.
IRuth H. Etherton
North A m e rican  
V eterin ary  C o n fere n ce  
A w ard  for the senior class 
representative to attend the 
North American Veterinary 
Conference.
■ Charles E. Wiedmeyer
Oxford A w ard  for high 
level of interest and achieve­
ment in swine medicine and 
production.
IJames F. Lowe
P fizer V eterin ary  
Stu den t Aw ard
for outstanding academic 
achievement and potential 
and interest in food animal 
medicine or pharmacology. 
ISteven T. Deisher
Th e  Pro v id es A w ard
for the greatest potential and 
interest in the art and science 
of small animal diagnosis. 
IJane Lohmar
Purina M ills  A w ard
for the greatest effort, interest, 
aptitude, and proficiency in 
swine medicine.
Timothy J. Allard
Dr. J .E . Sa lsbu ry  
S c h o la rsh ip s  for
superior scholarship, 
initiative, perseverance, 
and leadership potential. 
■ Linda M. Berent 
IJames E. Chenoweth 
IJohn P. Collister 
IMary Ella Mennenga 
INoelle R. Miles 
IStephen M. Nash 
IMark A. Oyama 
ISharon M. Payne
Dr. J e s s e  Sam pson  
A w ard  for scholarship, 
achievement, and aptitude 
in physiology.
IRhonda L. Vasilopulos
Dr. Sam uel F. Sch e id y  
A w ard  in C lin ic a l 
P h arm aco log y  for
performance, aptitude, and 
interest in clinical pharmacology 
and rational therapeutics. 
lAmy M. Melendy
Dr. Erw in Sm all 
S ch o la rsh ip s  to a vet­
erinary student with a minimum 
grade point average of 3.5 and 
a strong record of participation 
in extracurricular activities, 
either within or outside the 
College of Veterinary Medicine. 
■ Jennifer N. Erdtmann 
IMary L. Hernandez
Sm ith -K ilborn e  
S ch o la rsh ip  for a strong 
interest in exotic diseases.
■ Daniel E. Krull
Southern  Illinois 
V eterin ary  M e dica l 
A sso c ia t io n  S ch o la rsh ip
for scholastic ability and for 
being a native of the region 
encompassed by the SIVMA. 
■ Richard L. Griffin
U n ive rsity  H o n o rs—  
B ronze T a b le t to the top
three percent of students in each 
college at the university. Only 
those who are receiving their 
first B.S. degree are eligible. 
■ Phyllis M. Sill
Upjohn Com p an ion  
A nim al A w ard  for
overall proficiency in small ani­
mal clinical medicine.
IPaul M. Gibbons
Upjohn Food  
A nim al A w ard  for
overall proficiency in food 
animal clinical medicine. 
IBarbara J. Kasprowicz
Upjohn Team  
A w ard
for strong interest in 
the practice of veterinary 
medicine, demonstrated 
clinical capabilities, 
and academic merit.
IJames F. Lowe
V eterin ary  C e n te rs  of 
A m e ric a  S ch o la rsh ip s
for interest in small 
animal medicine or surgery. 
■ Lara G. Borgerson 
■ Lisa A. Scibetta
W est Suburban  
C a g e  B ird  C lub  
S ch o la rsh ip  for a
strong interest in avian 
practice and scholastic 
ability.
■ William B. Wild
m
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Retirees
Head of Veterinary B iosciences, 
Dr. Richard Bevill, Retires
AFTER 24 YEARS OF DEDICATED SER­
VICE, Dr. Richard F. Bevill, head of 
veterinary biosciences and a profes­
sor of veterinary pharmacology and 
toxicology, retired from the Univer­
sity of Illinois College of Veterinary 
Medicine on May 20th.
A 1964 Illinois DVM graduate, 
Dr. Bevill began his veterinary ca­
reer practicing in Sesser, Illinois. 
After three years, he went to work 
for the Department of Agriculture’s 
Division of Meat, Poultry, and 
Livestock Inspection. He sold the 
practice to Dr. Charlie Spence 
(IL 1966) and returned to his alma 
mater in 1968 to pursue graduate 
studies and teach pharmacology 
and toxicology. He received an NIH 
Special Postdoctoral Fellowship in 
1970 and earned his PhD in 1972.
Over the years, his research con­
cerning sulfonamides in veterinary 
medicine and their role in produc­
ing drug residues in food-producing 
animals achieved national recogni­
tion. Funding agencies included 
United States Food and Drug 
Administration, Hoechst-Roussel, 
Hoffmann-La Roche, Temple 
University, NIH National Cancer 
Institute— just to name a few. 
Findings led the way to the devel­
opment of a sensitive assay for 
sulfonamides in feed and blood 
plasma. Dr. Bevill was also in­
strumental in initiating a national 
residue awareness campaign for 
the pork industry.
During his career he also served 
as director of the veterinary toxicol­
ogy lab and director of the veteri-
OPEN HOUSE EXHIBITS were judged 
for the first time this year. Three 
winners were selected. The fist- 
ulated cow exhibit (chaired by 
Joanne Harlin, Peggy Staederman, 
and Laurel Rhodes) won the large 
animal category. Radiology (chaired 
by Jane Lohmar and Elaine Holt) 
won the basic science category. The 
avian exhibit (chaired by Cecilia 
Friberg and Kirstin Haugeto) won 
the small animal category. The win­
ning committees were treated to a 
pizza party at Papa Del’s.
nary research farm. He took on the 
position of acting head of veterinary 
biosciences in 1990 and became de­
partment head in May 1991. He has 
directed the Integrated Food Animal 
Management Systems (IFAMS) pro­
gram since 1990 and mentored 16 
graduate students during his career. 
Recently, he has coordinated the 
outdoor intensive swine production 
project at the Dixon Springs Agri­
cultural Center (DSAC).
In 1993, Dr. Bevill received the 
first-ever All-Round Excellence 
Award from the college for excelling 
in all areas of the college’s mission 
(teaching, research, and service).
He won the Norden Outstanding 
Teaching Award in 1978.
What does Dr. Bevill consider his 
greatest achievements? His long-term 
work in drug kinetics, especially the 
relationship between residues and 
blood levels in market swine, ranks at 
the top of his list. He is also proud of 
his teaching career, his role as depart­
ment administrator, and his work at 
DSAC and the veterinary research farm.
Dr. Bevill is keeping his retirement 
options open. More than likely, he 
will accept a part-time appointment 
to supervise the DSAC and veterinary 
research farm swine herds. He will 
also continue to mentor the IFAMS 
program. On a personal level, he 
plans to raise a few pigs and cows 
on his farm near Oakland, and gar­
den and travel. Most importantly,
Dr. Bevill says he wants to spend 
much-deserved time with his wife, 
Marilyn, and their two children,
Brian and Alicia.
Judges were (basic sciences)
Dr. Rex Hess and Dr. Mark 
Kuhlenschmidt, (large animal) 
Tania Banak, Dr. Mark Martinelli, 
Dr. Fred Troutt, and Dr. Reginald 
Valdez, and (small animal)
Dr. Sandy Manfra and Dr.
Allan Paul.
Due to all the planning and 
work involved with hosting the 
SAVMA Symposium, there will 
be no Open House in 1995. How­
ever, students are already looking 
toward the 1996 Open House.
■ Dr. Nancy W. Leveque, 1958, 
of Streamwood, 111., has been 
promoted to associate editor of the 
Journal o f  the American Veterinary 
Medical Association (JAVMA). She 
has been on the JAVMA editorial 
staff for seven years.
■ Dr. Herbert L. Amyx, 1969, 
has been promoted to associate 
director in Burroughs Wellcome 
Company’s Division of Toxicology 
and Pathology at Research Triangle 
Park, North Carolina. Dr. Amyx 
joined the company in 1989 and 
resides in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
Burroughs Wellcome Co. researches, 
develops, and manufactures pharma­
ceutical products.
■ Dr. Dan King, 1969, recently 
opened a veterinary clinic called 
the Village Pet Doctor in Villa 
Grove, 111. Dr. King, who resides 
in Tolono, 111. with his family, has 
been in practice for 24 years and 
taught at Parkland College in 
Champaign from 1974 to 1979.
He developed the Veterinary 
Technician program there.
Thanks to the
fo llo w in g  o rg an iz atio n s  for 
th e ir f in a n c ia l su pp ort of 
V e te rin a ry  M e d ic in e  
O pen  H o u se  w h ich  w a s  
held  on A p ril 9 y 1994:
•  Abbott Laboratories-Animal Health
•  Chicago Veterinary Medical Association
•  College of Veterinary Medicine
•  Eastern Illinois Veterinary 
Medical Association
•  H ill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc.
•  IAMS
•  Illinois State Veterinary 
Medical Association
•  Kankakee Valley Veterinary 
Medical Association
•  Dr. Glenn Mayer
•  Midwest Veterinary Supply
•  Mississippi Valley Veterinary 
Medical Association
•  Northern Illinois Veterinary 
Medical Association
•  Pfizer, Inc.
•  Pitman-Moore, Mallinckrodt 
Veterinary Inc.
•  Solvay Animal Health
•  The Upjohn Company
O p e n H ouse  E x h ib its  Ju d g e d  T h is  Y e a r
■ Dr. Bruce Ilgen, 1970, Reading, 
Pennsylvania, has been appointed 
the East Coast regional director for 
Veterinary Centers of America, a 
publically-traded corporation that 
owns 20 veterinary hospitals.
The company’s headquarters 
are in Santa Monica, California.
Dr. Ilgen’s appointment took 
effect on January 1, 1994.
■ Dr. Stephen C. Fisher, 1974, 
and Dr. Keith A. Peterson, 1993, 
were cover models and co-authors 
of an article on “Owner Education 
and Preventive Care for Puppies” 
in Veterinary Forum magazine.
Dr. Fisher started the Bolingbrook 
Animal Hospital, Bolingbrook, 111. 
in 1975 as a general small animal 
practitioner. The corporation has 
now grown to include eight animal 
health-care facilities and over 25 
veterinarians. Dr. Peterson is one 
of those veterinarians, practicing 
small animal medicine and 
surgery in the Bolingbrook 
Animal Hospital.
■ Dr. Steve Schmitt, 1974,
a wildlife veterinarian with the 
Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources, Lansing, 
Michigan, was mentioned in a 
March New York Times article.
Dr. Schmitt was part of a team 
that tracked moose, shot them 
with darts containing anesthetic, 
and then radio-collared the animals 
in order to monitor their move­
ments, mortality and reproduction. 
The moose had been transplant­
ed from Canada to Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula via airlift in 
the mid-1980s.
The  av ian  e xh ib it  w a s  o ne  of th ree  
e xh ib its  ju d g e d  a s  w in ne rs  d u ring  
V e te rin a ry  M e d ic in e  O p e n  H o u se .
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■ Dr. Janis H. Audin, 1979, 
Northbrook, 111., has assumed the 
position of editor of the Journal o f  
the American Veterinary Medical 
Association (JAVMA). She had 
served as associate editor prior to 
the promotion. She will oversee 
the transition of the publication 
to desktop publishing, along with 
other editorial duties.
■ Dr. Linda Tollefson, 1980, was 
recently appointed director of the 
Division of Voluntary Compliance 
and Hearings Development in the 
Food and Drug Administration’s 
Center for Veterinary Medicine in 
Washington, D.C. Dr. Tollefson 
received a Masters of Public Health 
with specialty in epidemiology 
and biostatistics from the Johns 
Hopkins University, Baltimore, 
Maryland in 1984.
■ Dr. Roseanne M. Lorenzana,
1981, toxicologist for the Seattle 
regional office of the U.S. Environ­
mental Protection Agency, was 
recendy nominated and selected 
by her peers to receive the Region 
10 Women in Science and Engi­
neering (WISE) award for contin­
ued excellence in science. Dr. 
Lorenzana was recognized for her 
skills in environmental risk assess­
ment and risk communication, as 
well as her innovative research 
projects involving bioavailability, 
seafood contamination, environ­
mental justice and risks associated 
with incineration. Dr. Lorenzana is 
a PhD (IL 1985) and Diplomate of 
the American Board of Toxicology.
■ Dr. Brad Gramm, 1983, has 
been promoted to product man­
ager for Pfizer’s new avermectin 
compound, doramectin. He was 
promoted in October 1993.
Dr. Gramm joined the veterinary 
technical services department at 
Pfizer Animal Health in Lee’s 
Summit, Missouri in 1988. He 
and his wife, LuAnn, have a two- 
year-old son, Alec, and reside in 
Overland Park, Kansas.
■ Dr. Pete Sakas, 1983, of 
Northbrook, 111., and Dr. Gregg 
Scoggins, 1990, of Ashland,Virginia, 
are on the advisory board of Veteri­
nary Forum magazine. They review 
submissions on avian and veterinary 
law, respectively. Dr. James R. 
Metz, 1978, of Beaver Dam, 
Wisconsin, is an at-large member 
of the publication’s advisory board.
■ Dr. Lisa Goodpasture, 1984, 
of Kankakee, 111., has joined the 
Aroma Park Veterinary Clinic.
The AAHA-accredited hospital 
provides a variety of services to 
area pet owners.
■ Dr. Randall E. Junge, 1985, 
who serves as staff veterinarian 
at the St. Louis Zoo, Missouri, 
was asked to travel to Madagascar 
from November 12 through 
December 6, 1993 to evaluate the 
status of lemurs in zoo collections 
there. Many captive breeding pro­
grams are initiated and maintained 
in the hope of sustaining popula­
tions for eventual release in the wild. 
For example, the St. Louis Zoo has 
participated in captive breeding 
programs for several lemur species. 
While in Madagascar, Dr. Junge 
performed health evaluations on 
animals both in the wild and slated 
for release.
■ Dr. Raymond Ramirez, 1986, 
Maroa, 111., recently moved his relief 
practice to Central Illinois. After 
building a relief practice in Milwau­
kee, Wisconsin for three years, he and 
his wife decided to move closer to 
family. He is continuing to offer tem­
porary services to veterinary practices.
■ Dr. Dwight Boehm, 1987, and 
his wife, Dr. Liz Vollmer, recently 
had their first child. Mitchell David 
was born on April 11, 1994. The par­
ents have a mixed animal practice in 
Waterloo, 111.
■ Dr. Robert Simer, 1988, has 
joined the FS feed and structure 
division of Growmark, Inc., in 
Bloomington, 111. He will provide 
technical service and implement 
field research projects with swine 
feeds, feeding and production 
programs. Prior to this position, 
he served as a state veterinarian 
for the Texas Animal Health Com­
mission, Austin, Texas. He was re­
sponsible for a six-county area.
■ Dr. Scott Syska, 1990, accepted 
a position as a fish pathologist with 
the Missouri Department of Conser­
vation in Springfield, Missouri on 
May 1, 1994. He is certified by the 
American Fisheries Society. He’ll be 
traveling to hatcheries and doing 
diagnostics and treatment.
■ Dr. Mike Barnett, 1991, Reading, 
Pennsylvania, has been appointed 
medical director of Detwiler Animal 
Hospital. His new position became 
effective January 1, 1994, when the 
clinic was purchased by Veterinary 
Centers of America, a California- 
based, publically-traded corporation 
that owns 20 veterinary hospitals. 
Detwiler Animal Hospital is a four- 
veterinarian small animal practice.
M e m b e rs  of the  C la s s  of 1954 
c e le b ra te d  the ir 4 0 -yea r reun ion  
at the c o lle g e  on A p ril 29, 1994. 
C la s s  m em b e rs  an d  the ir s p o u s e s  
en jo yed  lunch  at the V a lli 's  hom e, 
tou rs of c a m p u s  an d  the 
ve te rin a ry  c o lle g e , and  a  b an q u e t 
in the atrium .
Pfizer Sponsors Fellow ship 
at College
PFIZER, INC ., G R O TO N , CO N N ECT ICU T , 
has announced their support of a 
Pfizer Fellowship in Toxicologic 
Pathology at the college. The com­
pany has committed to the fellow­
ship for at least three years, 
providing $20,000 each year.
Drs. Wanda Haschek-Hock 
and Matthew Wallig, veterinary 
pathobiology, oversee the specializa­
tion in toxicologic pathology, which 
is a part of the graduate program in 
pathology. The Pfizer Fellowship is
designed to benefit un­
der-represented minority 
students who have exem­
plified consistent high 
scholarship and who have 
been accepted into the 
PhD program in veteri­
nary pathobiology. This 
specialization has been developed to 
meet the critical need in academia, 
industry and government for veteri­
nary pathologists with training in 
toxicologic pathology.
■ Dr. Darrell Greathouse, 1991, 
was married to Dr. Evelyn H. 
Bartlett, who served as an intern at 
Illinois from 1990-91, on July 4, 
1993. Both Dr. Greathouse and 
Dr. Bartlett practice at the Dundee 
Animal Hospital in Dundee, 111. 
They reside in Huntley, 111. Atten­
dants included Dr. Joseph 
Bodewes, 1991; Dr. Robert 
Formea, 1991; and Dr. Carl 
Bello, an intern at Illinois from 
1990-91.
■ Dr. Judy McBeth, 1992, 
recently opened the Fox Ridge 
Veterinary Clinic in Boulder Hill, 
111. She provides veterinary service 
for exotic as well as companion 
animals, including house calls by 
appointment.
■ Dr. Martin Ohl, 1992, has 
become the sixth veterinarian on 
the staff of Dodgeville Veterinary 
Services, Dodgeville, Wisconsin. 
He’ll be involved in nutritional 
counseling relating to feeding and 
preventive production medicine.
■ Dr. Joanne Wilson, 1992, 
has joined the Dundee Animal 
Hospital of West Dundee, 111. 
as an associate veterinarian.
The hospital accepts small 
animals and exotics. Last 
summer, she volunteered her 
services with the Anti-Cruelty 
Society of Chicago. They honor­
ed her in December for her 
volunteer efforts.
■ Dr. Michael J. Kinsel, 1993, 
Bourbonnais, 111., has joined the 
Aroma Park Veterinary Clinic. 
The AAHA-accredited hospital 
provides a variety of services to 
area pet owners.
■ Dr. E. L.
Kingry, 1953, 
died on Feb­
ruary 16, 1994.
He was 67. He had established his 
own practice in Seaton, 111. in 1953. 
He retired in 1993 due to ill health. 
His wife, Doris, and two daughters 
survive. Memorials may be made 
to Seaton Center Presbyterian 
Church, Seaton, 111.
■ Dr. Harry A. Loeffler, 1952, 
died on February 25, 1994.
He was 70. He was living in 
Los Banos, California.
In
Memorlam
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M e rck  Funds C a rd io lo g y  R e sid e n cy
A CARDIOLOGY r e s i d e n c y  at Illinois 
has been approved for funding by 
a special competitive grant from the 
Merck Foundation. The position 
will receive $84,000 over the next 
three years.
The residency is one of several 
proposals funded by Merck at 11 
veterinary schools around the 
country. The University of Illinois 
has been selected as a Site of 
Excellence by the Merck Founda­
tion. The Foundation currently 
sponsors two residency programs 
at the veterinary college.
According to Dr. Antonio M. 
Benitz, director of development
Dr. A n to n io  B en itz  
(left), o f the M e rc k  
Founda tion , p re sen ts  
a s p e c ia l M e rc k  
com p e tit iv e  g ran t 
to Dr. D a ve  S is so n  
(cen te r) and  
Dr. T ed  V a lli (right).
projects at Merck, the company 
has reduced the number of veteri­
nary schools that receive funding in 
order to increase the funding level 
for each project. Proposals are 
chosen on the basis of their ed­
ucational merit.
“It’s not a grant for specific 
research on Merck products,”
Dr. Benitz explains. He says the 
company is looking to further edu­
cation. In the long run, their phi­
losophy is that this will help them 
educate future employees.
Higher funding levels mean 
each individual project can accom­
plish more.
T
nee again, the college has purchased a limited block of gam e 
tickets for the 1994 football season. A  large block is available for 
the Fall Conference weekend gam e, and our Dean's Club tent 
party will be on September 10. If you are interested in purchasing
tickets, please fill out the form below. Tickets are 
reserved on a first-come, first-served basis.
Please return form to: Terry Rathgeber, 3229 VM BSB, 
University of Illinois, College of Veterinary Medicine, 
2001 S. Lincoln Ave., Urbana, IL 61801.
Telephone: 2 1 7/333-2762
ootball 
ickets!
% $20.00 =_
Fall Conference Football Tickets
__ O c t o b e r  1 Purdue (Homecoming)
Additional Games
# @ $14 .00  = S e p t e m b e r  1 0 Missouri (Band Day)
# @ $18 .00  = S e p t e m b e r  1 7 Northern Illinois (Dad’s Day)
# @ $22.00 = O c t o b e r  1 5 Iowa (Foundation Day)
# @ $22.00 = O c t o b e r  2 2 Michigan (Varsity “ I” Day)
# @ $18 .00  = N o v e m b e r  1 2 Penn State (Pork Day/4-H Day)
$ Total=
G e n e  M ra va  (left), o f the 
M in X R ay  com p an y , 
d em o n s tra te s  the p o rtab le  
e q u in e  X -ra y  unit h is  co m p a n y  
d on a te d  to  the U n iv e rs ity  of 
I llino is C o lle g e  of M e d ic in e . 
O b s e rv in g  a re  (from  left to 
right) Dr. S te ve  Kne lle r, 
rad io logy ; Dr. Je n n ife r  Low ry, 
ra d io logy ; a nd  Dr. R a n d y  Ott, 
p ro d u c t io n  m ed ic in e .
•  Henri Bianucci,
fourth-year veterinary 
student, and his wife, 
Susan, are the proud 
parents of Miller 
Elisabeth Bianucci, 
who won the Huggies/ 
Kimberly-Clark Diaper Derby during 
halftime of the last home basketball 
game in March 1994. She received a 
$ 1,000 scholarship for being the fast­
est crawling baby. Miller had to race 
twice at a County Market grocery 
store to qualify.
•  Dr. Paul Gerding, veterinary clini­
cal medicine, was chosen by Veterinary 
Forum to have one of today’s “top 
research projects in veterinary medi­
cine.” His project was one of three 
chosen from among all those submit­
ted nationally. Submissions came 
from academia, industry, etc.
Dr. Gerding’s research is on forma­
tion of intraocular fibrin following 
intraocular surgery. His paper was 
published in the March issue of 
Veterinary Forum.
•  Dr. Don McKenna, retired from 
veterinary clinical medicine, was in 
Russia from March 21 through April 
8, 1994, serving as a cattle resource 
person for veterinarians and private 
farmers. He made the trip as part of 
the Volunteers Overseas Cooperative 
Assistance program, which is funded 
mainly by the Agency for Interna­
tional Development (AID). A variety 
of towns and farms in the Moscow 
area were targeted.
•  Charlene Werts, veterinary 
technician in radiology in veterinary 
clinical medicine, was awarded the 
Outstanding Clinical Rotation 
Veterinary Technician Award by 
the Veterinary Technician Club at 
Parkland College during their annual 
awards ceremony on April 9, 1994. 
The club’s Outstanding Clinician 
Award went to the entire staff of the 
veterinary clinical medicine ambula­
tory medicine section. Both of these 
awards are in recognition of excellence 
in support and encouragement of 
the veterinary technology program at 
Parkland College.
•  Dr. Wanda Haschek-Hock,
veterinary pathobiology, was invited 
to address the Royal College of 
Pathologists in London on April 20, 
1994. She discussed veterinary 
pathology training and examination 
in the USA, oudining the role of the 
American College of Veterinary 
Pathologists and the universities.
Dr. Haschek-Hock was elected 
to the American Board of Toxi­
cology, Inc. in March. The Board 
encourages the study of the science 
of toxicology, offers recognition 
for exemplary members of the 
profession, and administers the 
certifying examination.
•  Dr. Dave Schaeffer, veterinary 
biosciences, was invited to address 
the National Academy of Engineer­
ing at an April 19-21, 1994 work­
shop titled, “Engineering With 
Ecological Constraints.” He talked 
on “Do no harm: The engineer as 
ecophysician,” using the Mississippi 
River navigation studies example. 
The theme of the workshop was 
maximizing engineering in order
to maximize ecosystem health, 
and vice versa.
•  Dr. Ronald D. Smith, professor 
of veterinary pathobiology, is on 
the advisory board of the Veterinary 
Forum publication. He reviews sub­
missions dealing with epidemiology. 
He is also coordinating a series of 
articles on how to read the veteri­
nary medical literature. His book, 
Veterinary Clinical Epidemiology,
is going to a second edition.
In addition, Dr. Smith is editor 
of the American Veterinary Com­
puter Society Newsletter and the 
Journal o f  Veterinary Informatics 
and Computing. He also serves as 
a regent of the proposed American 
Academy of Veterinary Informatics. 
The academy is applying to the 
AVMA for formal recognition.
M in X ra y D o na te s P o rta b le  E q u ine  
X -R a y  U n it to  V e te rin a ry  C o lle g e
n o  MORE SORE b a c k s  for practitioners 
or technicians who are lugging 
X-ray units onto farms to do 
on-location radiographs!
The MinXray company of Chicago, 
111. has donated a new, extremely 
light-weight portable equine X-ray 
unit to the University of Illinois 
College of Veterinary Medicine.
According to Gene Mrava, vice 
president of marketing at MinXray, 
the unit weighs only 22 pounds, 
but is high-power. It also produces 
shorter exposure times than other 
portable X-ray units.
College radiologists expect the 
unit to be used for emergency work 
and for radiographs that need to 
be done in a horse’s or cow’s stall.
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